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Democratic political groups that are targeting certain state senators for their stance on redistricting legislation will be in Peekskill Saturday to hold a protest on Sen. Greg Ball, R-Carmel, Putnam County. The rally runs from noon to 1 p.m. at Riverfront Green Park Pavilion in Peekskill.

Last fall, Ball signed the New York Uprising pledge to pass independent redistricting. Districts are redrawn every 10 years, following the U.S. Census, to reflect changes in population. Ball was elected to the Senate last November after serving in the Assembly. Skelos and others signed the New York Uprising pledge last year, when they were in the majority in the Senate. They won back a majority—32 to 30—in the November elections.

He and other Senate Republicans support legislation that would require  a constitutional amendment to implement non-partisan redistricting. There wouldn’t be enough time to amend the constitution before next year’s redistricting process. Amendments have to be approved in two consecutive terms of the Legislature and then go before voters. Meanwhile, Gov. Andrew Cuomo has introduced a redistricting bill, and many members of the Democrat-led Assembly have signed onto it.

Former New York City Mayor Ed Koch, who founded New York Uprising, labeled Ball and 41 other lawmakers—all but one are Republicans—“enemies of reform” for not living up to their pledges. Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos, R-Nassau County, has defended the GOP bill.

The groups said they are demanding that Ball keep his promise to pass independent redistricting.

Ball said today that he has supported the Republican bill but would back any other independent and truly bipartisan redistricting process. He criticized the Cuomo bill, saying it would “put the Democratic Party completely in the driver’s seat.”

“This so-called rally is a who’s who of Democrat and partisan organizations and the reality is that they should go protest somebody else because I support bipartisan and independent redistricting,” he said, adding that the Saturday event is a “highly partisan Democratic pep rally.”

The New Roosevelt Initiative, a group “dedicated to finding the New Roosevelts—the next generation of reformers,” is one of the groups organizing the rally. The Roosevelt Initiative, founded by Democratic activist Bill Samuels, helped defeat Sen. Pedro Espada, a Bronx Democrat, last year.

Other groups hosting the rally include Westchester for Change, Westchester Young Democrats, Dutchess County Young Democrats, Peekskill Democratic City Committee, Citizen Action of New York, New York Democratic Lawyers Council, New York State Young Democrats, New York Democratic Law Students Council, College Democrats of New York, New York City, Act Now and others.
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